MOWTANA EPISODES
Homestead Fun

The two young women are the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Col-
lings, who homesteaded north of Harlowton. Others are, left to right:
Boone Trimmer, Mrs. Collings, Jim Trimmer, Bert Collings,
Lawrence Dixon (kneeling).

Left to right: Collings daughter, Boone Trimmer, Lawrence Dixon,
Bert Collings, Jim Trimmer, Collings daughter, unidentified man.

It takes very little imagination to conjure up the fun this group must have had some Sunday afternoons.

The half-sod shack, like the Collings’ here, was not very common in this area but was a great idea. The
winds that raked across the hills and prairies were difficult for the easterners to become accustomed to. Qur
mother kept a calendar record of the days the wind blew without let-up one winter. It came to something like 64.

by Ruth E. Cameron

The homesteaders were adventurous, gambling on
crops, looking for something new, leaving something old
or just plain hopeful. They were new people in a new
land, although many of them came in groups from the
same homeland: Ohio, Minnesota or overseas.

No matter where they came from they liked a good
time after the harvest was in or on the 4th of July or just
about any Sunday afternoon the year round.

They had to depend on each other for entertain-
ment. There were dances and picnics. They went fishing
and hunting, berry picking, looking for mushrooms. They
took Sunday drives and nobody was surprised when the
Model T had to have a tire changed. They collected from
miles around for a threshing day. They laughed and
visited and played pranks on each other, or acted just
plain silly. Probably this was a way of putting aside worries
about crops and weather, and the inevitable home-
sickness.

But they did have a lot of fun and ended up with

68

some delightful memories whether or not they managed
to stay in Montana.

My uncles, Walter, Boone and James Trimmer
homesteaded north of Harlowton in central Montana in
1910. Their homestead joined that of Lawrence Dixon,
an Oregon schoolteacher who came to Montana to teach
at Barber and take up a homestead. The Trimmers’ sister,
Campsy Belle, came west to cook for them in 1912. Her
father bought up a relinquishment for her and her sister,
Bertha. In 1914 Campsy and Lawrence Dixon were mar-
ried in Lewistown. The next year, on September 16, |
was born in Circleville, Ohio, my mother’s home town.
My sister, Leona, came into this world in the homestead
house, January 3, 1917.

Lawrence Dixon took a great many pictures of his
neighbors and the things they did, developing the nega-
tives himself. Many times he printed the pictures onto
postcards which he and the others used to tell those “back
home” what life was like in Montana.
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The sign says TURNIPS. As if anybody would think they
were anything else. This was printed on a postcard to im-
press the stay-at-home Ohioans with the richness of Mon-
tana soil and the bumper crops it produced, at least until the
dry years.

The main result of this caper must have been the same
as from eating too many green apples when the Trimmer
brothers were much younger. Walter Trimmer is at left,
Boone at the right; man in the middle is unidentified.

Walter Dixon (at right), home on leave from France in
1918, prepares to enjoy food the army never heard of. A pic-
nic in the mountains was the very best way to entertain a
soldier.

Also enjoying the meal with a patchwork quilt for a
tablecloth are Boone Trimmer (left), Lawrence Dixon and as
usual, the little Dixon girls. I'm in front and Leona is just vis-
ible behind me.

Grandpa George Trimmer gives careful consideration to some croquet rule. An afternoon of
croquet playing was probably just the thing in Ohio but it must have looked very odd on the Mon-
tana prairies. There were no ladies around but those proper Trimmer brothers, their father and
future brother-in-law are all dressed up in suits, hats and ties just the same.
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