Bum-a-ling! Bum-a-ling!
Bow-wow-wow!
WO s e =i N
Ching-a-ling! Ching-a-ling!
Chow-chow-chow!

The cheer that rose from the ranks of the uni-
formed students assembled on the parade
ground that Montana morning in early June
1904 was familiar enough, similar as it was to
the kinds of nonsensical verses that floated over
football fields across the country every fall.
Familiar, yet singularly out of context, chanted
as it was in the accents and cadences of the
various Native peoples represented in this par-
ticular student body.

A g e g
Bum-a-ling! Ching-a-ling!
Wheo are we?

World Champions

The 1904 Girls’ Basketball Team
from Fort Shaw Indian Boarding School

by Linda Peavy and Ursula Smith

A team of remarkable athletes from
Montana’s Fort Shaw Government
Industrial Indian School traveled to
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition
in St. Louis, Missouri, to put on
exhibitions for fair-goers in
1904. As the official champions
of the exposition and, in the
eyes of their supporters, “the
undisputed . . . world’s
champions,” they brought
home the silver trophy
P tured here. The team
members, photographed in St.
Louis, are (standing from left)
Rose LaRose, Flora Lucero,
Katie Snell, Minnie Burton,
Genevieve Healy, Sarah Mitchell,
and (seated from left) Emma
Sansaver, Genie Butch, Belle
Johnson, Nettie Wirth.

the voices demanded. Then came the resound-
ing response:

Fort Shaw! Fort Shaw!

Rah! Rah! Rah!

The volume and intensity of the closing lines
left no doubt as to the crowd’s collective pride
in the basketball team they were sending off
that morning.'

Since the team’s organization in 1902, the
girls whose accomplishments engendered such
pride had been virtually unbeatable in the
fledgling sport of “basket ball,” routinely de-
feating most of the state’s college and high
school girls’ teams—and a few boys’ teams as
well. Now Superintendent Fred C. Campbell




had decided it was time for a greater challenge.
In less than twenty-four hours the girls from
Fort Shaw Government Industrial Indian
Boarding School would be on their way to St.
Louis, Missouri, where, as students of the
Model Indian School on the grounds of the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition, they would be
holding twice weekly intrasquad exhibition
games and challenging all comers.?

En route to the World’s Fair, the girls would
sharpen their skills and increase their visibil-
ity by playing exhibition and challenge games
at whistle-stops all along the way. And they
would finance their meals and lodging in the

towns in which they played by changing from
their basketball uniforms—wool serge middy
blouses and bloomers—into ceremonial buck-
skin dresses and beaded breastplates and
charging fifty cents admission to a postgame
program of music, dance, and recitation.’
Superintendent Campbell’s faith in his team
was well placed, for the young women from Fort
Shaw would prove to be worthy ambassadors
of their school, their state, and their tribes, de-
feating every team they played over the next five
months and returning from St. Louis with a tro-
phy declaring them champions of the World’s

Fair of 1904—in effect, champions of the world.*




RESERVATIONS SERVED

nfortunately, the Fort Shaw team

had more staying power on the court than

their story had on the page. Indeed, at the
dawn of the twenty-first century, as girls’ and
women’s basketball is drawing the attention of
sports fans around the globe, relatively few of those
fans realize that more than a hundred years ago full-
court girls’ basketball was already challenging long-
held assumptions about women and sports. And
that the best of the best—a team one Missouri re-
porter described as

BY FORT SHAW SCHOOL

“eleven aboriginal maid-
ens . . . from the Fort
Shaw  Reservation”—
overcame barriers of gen-
der, race, and class to
emerge as champions,
thereby shattering stereo-
types concerning the ath-
letic, academic, and
artistic capabilities of
Native American girls
and women.’
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WYOMING

Chippewa.” That the reporter omitted
Rose LaRose’s name from the roster, called
Nettie Wirth “Mattie Wirth,” misrepre-
sented (and misspelled) the tribal affilia-
tions of several of the girls, and called Fort

According to that
same St. Louis reporter,
the girls from Fort Shaw
were “Lizzie and Mattie Wirth and Sarah Mitchell,
Belle Johnson, Blackfoot;
Genevieve Butch, Yangton Sioux; Minnie Burton,
Shoshone; Genevieve Healy and Katie Snell, Gros
Ventre; and Emma Sansaver and Flora Luciro,

Assiniboine Sioux;

1. Great Falls (Mont.) Daily Tribune, September 9, 1904.

2. Great Falls (Mont.) Daily Leader, June 2, 1904; Gertrude
LaRance Parker, interview by Barbara Winters, Lame Deer, Mon-
tana, November 1990, transcript in the possession of the authors.
According to Don Evans, who coached the boys’ team at Great Falls
High School, his teams and “other boys teams in Montana” were
“severely trounced” by the Fort Shaw girls. “*Shoot, Minnie, Shoot’:
Famous Battle Cry Carried Fort Shaw Indian Belles to 1904 World
Title,” Montana Sports Magazine (Spring 1968), 222.

3. Great Falls (Mont.) Daily Leader, June 2, 1904.

4. This trophy is held by Valerie Goss, granddaughter of Belle
Johnson Arnoux Swingley Conway, captain of the team during their
1904 season. It was a major attraction at a gathering of team descen-
dants at the March 2000 Sun River Valley, Montana, Heritage Fair
sponsored by Simms High School and the Sun River Valley Histori-
cal Society. Thought for years to be lost, the trophy was located by
three Simms High juniors—Tana Fleming, Sarah Green, and Ashle
Wheeler—in the course of their research on members of the Fort Shaw
championship team of 1904. The research was carried out as part of
their school’s Montana Heritage Project under the guidance of their
teacher, Dorothea Susag, and the authors. See the Simms High School
student literary magazine, Stories in Place III: Our Sun River Valley
Heritage (Spring 2000), 11-12, 14-16, 18-19.

5. S8t. Louis Republic, June 15, 1904. On the evolution of women’s
basketball, see, in particular, Joan Hult and Marianna Trekell, eds.,
A Century of Women’s Basketball: From Frailty to Final Four (Reston,
Va., 1991).

6. St. Louis Republic, June 15, 1904.

Modern map showing Fort Shaw area

Shaw a “reservation” is not too surprising,
since the story of this legendary team has
often been riddled with contradictions and
misinformation. That he referred to the
girls from Fort Shaw as “aboriginal maidens” should
also come as no surprise, unaccustomed as journal-
ists of the day were to writing about Native Ameri-
cans as anything but “the enemy” or “the victim.”®

7. Great Falls (Mont.) Daily Leader, June 2, 1904.

8. Newspaper stories based on interviews conducted with Nettie
Wirth Mail and Genevieve Healy Adams in their later years convey
the women’s positive attitudes toward the team’s experiences at Fort
Shaw and at the World’s Fair. John Bye, “‘Shoot, Minnie, Shoot’:
Lusty Cry of Unbeaten Indian Girls,” Montana Post, Montana His-
torical Society newsletter, August 1965, 1-2; Great Falls (Mont.)
Tribune, April 3, 1977; Choteau, (Mont.) Acantha, December 30,
1976. Beginning in March 2000, the authors conducted a series of
interviews with descend of team s. In every case, these
descendants said that, from the stories they heard from their mothers
and grandmothers, the team members saw that summer in St. Louis
as their own individual and collective moment of glory. Among de-
scendants interviewed were Betty Bisnett, daughter of Emma Rose
Sansaver; Ella Barrows, daughter of Emma Rose Sansaver; Barbara
Winters, granddaughter of Emma Rose Sansaver; Valerie Goss, grand-
daughter of Belle Johnson; Rose Stuart, daughter of Catherine Snell;
Thelma James, granddaughter of Catherine Snell; Donita Nordlund,
granddaughter of Genevieve Healy; Rita Nordlund, great-granddaugh
ter of Genevieve Healy; Jessie James Hawley, great-niece of Genevieve
Healy; Cecilia James, niece of Genevieve Healy; Terry Bender, great-
niece of Nettiec Wirth and granddaughter of Lizzie Wirth; Elsie
Bennett, daughter of Lizzie Wirth and niece of Nettie Wirth; Grace
Lavendis, niece of Flora Lucero; James Dawson, grandson of Flora
Lucero; Dorothy Smith, daughter of Sarah Mitchell; Greg Courchene,
grandson of Sarah Mitchell; Drusilla Gould, great-granddaughter of
Minnie Burton; William Sansaver, descendant of Emma Rose
Sansaver, Catherine Snell, and Sarah Mitchell; and Donald Clark,
great-nephew of Genie Butch.
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As inaccurate and inherently, if unconsciously, racist
as vintage journalistic accounts tend to be, they offer
evidence that these skilled, energetic, and adventure-
some young women not only went to the World’s Fair
of 1904, but went, as Fort Shaw school officials were
quick to point out, “not as an exhibit or anything of
that sort” but as pupils of the Model Indian School
the government maintained on the fairgrounds that
summer and fall. Of course, this disclaimer clouds
the issue since the government’s Model Indian
School was, in and of itself, an exhibit designed to
show the world how “civilized” American Indians
were becoming under the tutelage of non-Indian
teachers, how readily the younger generation had
taken up their new language, how well they had
mastered “white” homemaking and farming tech-
niques that would assure their success as members
of the larger society, and how accomplished they had
become at “non-Indian” pursuits.’

Even so, interviews with descendants of the Fort
Shaw team suggest that the girls were highly motivated
participants in the government’s game of “show and
tell” and that they traveled east with hard-won confi-
dence in their individual and collective abilities, look-
ing forward to the coming adventure as a rare and
wonderful opportunity to see the country and enjoy
the sights and sounds of the World’s Fair while repre-
senting their school before an international audience.®

And, since the government’s interest in demonstrat-
ing the effectiveness of its programs and the team’s in-
terest in making the most of an unprecedented
opportunity were not mutually exclusive, events at the
World’s Fair of 1904 provide a particularly vivid ex-
ample of the ways in which Indian students were able
to turn boarding school experiences to their own use.

he trip to the World’s Fair had its be-

ginnings a dozen years earlier—in 1892—with

the establishment of an off-reservation govern-

ment school for Indian children in the Sun River Val-

ley, some thirty miles west of Great Falls, Montana.

And, at almost the very same time—but on the other

side of the country—with the invention of the game of
“basket ball.”

By 1892 most of Montana’s Native American popu-
lation was being served by mission and government day
schools and boarding schools, all of which were part
of a movement afoot at the time to “assimilate and ac-
culturate” the nation’s Indians. The dual goal was to
strip Indian children of their language and culture and
to teach them English, academic subjects, and voca-
tional trades that would bring them into the “white
world.” Into this white world with the children, it was
hoped, would come their elders and, eventually, their
offspring.?

When the government school at Poplar on the Fort
Peck Indian Reservation in northeastern Montana burned
in 1892, the federal government looked with interest at
the recently vacated Fort Shaw military compound, some
three hundred fifty miles to the west, realizing it could
be easily—and economically—retrofitted as an off-
reservation boarding school. Because of the beauty of
its setting and the design and landscaping of its build-
ings—all of which faced inward on a four-hundred-
square-foot green—Fort Shaw had long been known as
the “Queen of Montana’s Military Posts.” Now it would
become the “Queen of Montana’s Indian Schools.” The
administrators and faculty could be housed in the old
officers’ quarters, the children in the soldiers’ barracks.
The school would have its own chapel, mess hall, post
office, store, laundry, and hospital.!’

The students below are lined up to drill on the parade grounds of the former military compound that became the Fort Shaw
Indian school in 1892, the same year that James Naismith invented “basket ball” on the other side of the country.

MHS Photograph Archives, Helena




As an off-reservation school modeled after Carlisle
in Pennsylvania, Haskell in Kansas, and Chilocco in
Oklahoma, Fort Shaw would have the added advan-
tage of being too far from the homes of most of its stu-
dents to allow for regular visits from family members
or for frequent trips home to the reservations, both of
which educators feared would kindle nostalgia for na-
tive languages and familiar customs. The school would
also be sufficiently distant and isolated to discourage
would-be runaways. Fort Shaw would serve the region’s
most promising Indian children, drawing its students—
ages five to eighteen—from various tribes across the
state and from Idaho and Wyoming as well. The
school officially opened on December 27, 1892, un-
der Dr. William Winslow, superintendent, physician,
and principal teacher.!!

uch were the beginnings of Fort Shaw

Government Industrial Indian Boarding School.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the continent,
in 1891 James Naismith, an educator at the International
yMcA Training School in Springfield, Massachusetts,
was developing a new sport—“basket ball.” In the be-
ginning, there was only a soccer ball and a peach bas-
ket, and the rules of the game varied widely. There
could be five, nine, or as many as forty members of
each team on the court at any one time. Designed for
indoor play during the winter months, Naismith’s sport
became popular almost overnight. With popularity
came some semblance of standardized rules: five to a
team, two points per goal (or “field throw”), fouls for
intentional contact. By the end of the nineteenth cen-

9. The idea that boarding school students took advantage of the
opportunities offered, “while retaining their tribal values,” is delin-
eated by K. Tsianina Lomawaima in They Called It Prairie Light:
The Story of Chilocco Indian School (Lincoln, 1994), 167. In the past
decade many excellent books about Indian education in government
boarding schools have been published, most notably David Wallace
Adams, Education for Extinction: American Indians and the Board-
ing School Experience, 1875-1928 (Lawrence, Kans., 1995); Brenda
Child, Boarding School Seasons: American Families, 1900-1940 (Lin-
coln, 1995); and Margaret Archuleta, Brenda Child, and K. Tsianina
Lomawaima, eds., dway from Home: American Indian Boarding School
Experiences (Phoenix, Ariz., 2000).

10. Built on the Sun River in 1867, Fort Shaw took its name from
Colonel Robert Shaw, who met his death while leading the Fifty-
fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, a regiment of black soldiers, in an
engagement at Fort Wagner, South Carolina, in 1863. Originally
established to protect the region’s settlers from “marauding Indians,”
Fort Shaw housed units that participated in the infamous Baker
Massacre, engaged in the Great Sioux War, and marched against the
Nez Perce in the Big Hole Basin. Don C. Miller and Stan B. Cohen,
Military and Trading Posts of Montana (Missoula, Mont., 1978), 76-
79; Great Falls (Mont.) Tribune, June 21, 2000; Great Falls (Mont.)
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tury—less than a decade after its invention—basketball
was being played on high school and college campuses
across the country.!?

Though originally intended as an indoor sport for
men and boys enrolled in YMCA programs, the game
immediately gained popularity with girls and women,
and by 1892 gymnastics instructor Senda Berenson had
introduced her own modified version of Naismith’s new
game to her students at Smith College in Northampton,
Massachusetts. Soon thereafter women at Wellesley,
Vassar, Radcliffe, and other women’s colleges and nor-
mal schools in the Northeast had taken up the sport. It
was only a matter of time before basketball was being
played by girls and women in high schools and col-
leges across the United States—including Montana.'®

The game’s instant popularity with females is un-
derstandable since it was one of the few active sports
deemed acceptable for the “fairer sex” at a time when
conventional wisdom held that strenuous activity could
be harmful to female health. Welcome as the sport was
to the girls and women who played it, opposition
quickly arose from critics for whom the term “strenu-
ous activity” included anything considered “unlady-
like.” Running, for instance. Certainly, running across
a gymnasium floor in pursuit of a ball. By 1896, in re-
sponse to growing public outcry and fearful that the
game would be banned altogether for women if it was
not altered to curtail such unacceptable behavior as
“snatching” the ball or attempting to block an
opponent’s shot, a committee headed by Senda
Berenson established a uniform set of rules that would
allow women to play basketball “safely.” The court was
divided into three sections—front court, center court,
and back court. There could be six to ten players on

Tribune, July 11, 1999; Bill Thomas, “Early Life and Times of the
Montana Smith Family: A Biography of Tom Smith,” 1995, p. 66,
ms., copy in the possession of the authors.

11. The school opened with an enrollment of 52 students, but by
the end of its first year of operation there were 176 children in resi-
dence. Jeffrey Cunniff, “Fort Shaw Indian School,” p. 5, Fort Shaw
Vertical File, Montana Historical Society Library, Helena (hereafter
MHS); Dorothy Baldwin, “History of Fort Shaw,” p. 9, ibid.

12. James Naismith, “Basket Ball,” [YMCA] Triangle (January
1892), 145-46; David Anderson, The Story of Basketball (New York,
1988), 4-17; Zander Hollander, ed., The Modern Encyclopedia of
Basketball (New York, 1969), 3-5.

13. Joanne Lannin, 4 History of Basketball for Girls and Women:
From Bloomers to Big Leagues (New York, 2000), 10; Betty Spears,
“Senda Berenson Abbott: New Woman, New Sport,” in Hult and
Trekell, eds., Century of Women’s Basketball, 24; Scott Johnson, “Not
Altogether Ladylike: The Premature Demise of Girls’ Interscholastic
Basketball in Illinois,” www.ihsa.org/feature/hstoric/earlybkg.htm.
College basketball came to Montana in 1898 when the women of
Montana Agricultural College in Bozeman began practicing the game
twice a week in the drill hall on campus and “urg[ed] the men to form
a team too.” Exponent, newspaper of Montana Agricultural College
in Bozeman, November 1898.
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each team. On most indoor courts, there were two
guards, two centers, and two forwards. Players could
not step outside their designated zones and could
dribble no more than three times before shooting or
passing. These so-called “girls’ rules” so drastically
altered the dynamics of Naismith’s new sport that most
high school and college teams—especially those west
of the Mississippi—ignored them and continued to play
by “boys’ rules.”!

Both basketball and the Fort Shaw school
had come of age by the time Fred
Campbell assumed the school super-
intendency in summer 1898. The
three hundred students then en-
rolled represented all the tribes of
Montana as well as the Bannock,
Colville, Kalispel, and Shoshone
of neighboring states. They
came, often as not, from families
of mixed parentage, most often
a non-Indian father and an In-
dian mother. And they came with
different attitudes toward the
school and their presence there.
A goodly number—like Gen-
evieve Healy from the Fort
Belknap Indian Reservation (who
would become a guard on the
1904 girls’ team)—came willingly,
supported by parents who saw
some advantage to educating
their children in the ways of the
white world."®

Other youngsters were taken
to Fort Shaw over the objections
of parents who feared that such an education would
cause their children to forsake tribal and family cus-
toms. Such fears were not unfounded, for with assimi-
lation and acculturation as its primary goal, Fort Shaw
did its share of discouraging adherence to the old ways

14. Spears, “Senda Berenson,” 28; Lannin, History of Basketball,
10. For an excellent overview of “girls’ rules,” see Joanna Davenport,
“The Tides of Change in Women’s Basketball Rules™ in Hult and
Trekell, eds., Century of Women’s Basketball, 83-108.

15. Baldwin, “History of Fort Shaw,” 9; Indian Census Rolls,
1885-1940, Fort Shaw School, roll 161, microfilm M595, Records
of Office of Indian Affairs, Record Group 75, National Archives,
Washington, D.C. (hereafter RG 75, NAW). In his 1901 annual re-
port to officials in Washington, D.C., Campbell noted that only 17
percent of the students came from full-blooded Indian parents, add-
ing that it was “a very difficult matter to secure as many full bloods as
desired.” F. C. Campbell, Report of School at Fort Shaw, Mont.,
1901, entry 48501, Records of Non-Reservation Schools, Field Of-
fice Records, RG 75, NAW; W. H. H. Healy to Indian Commis-
sioner, September 19, 1894, Letters Received, 1894-1895, entry
36194, ibid.; Great Falls (Mont.) Tribune, April 3, 1977.

Fred C. Campbell, who became

superintendent of the Fort Shaw school in
1898, recognized the self-esteem sports could

impart to young athletes and expanded the
athletic program. By 1902 he was coaching the

girls’ basketball team.

of life. One of the school’s first pupils, Lone Wolf, a
Piegan who was eight years old when he was taken from
his home on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in 1892,
recalled the trauma of that experience: “It was very cold
the day they loaded us into the wagons. . .. [W]e cried
for it was the first time we were to be separated from
our parents. . . . [When we arrived at the school] our
belongings were taken from us, even the little medi-
cine bags our mothers had given us to protect us
""“"e.,,.,, from harm. Everything was placed in a heap
'o"q% and set afire.”'¢
%, Not surprisingly, Lone Wolf and
others in his situation suffered from
what one Indian scholar has de-
scribed as “the homesickness that
would not go away.” Yet still oth-
ers, like Gertrude LaRance of the
Little Shell band of the
Chippewa, had nothing but fond
memories of their years at Fort
Shaw. Taken by her mother to
the school when she was five
years old, little Gertie, who was
destined to become the “mascot”
of the 1904-1905 girls’ basketball
team, had long anticipated the
day when she would join her
older sisters at Fort Shaw. By her
own report, she suffered not a
single moment of homesickness
and recalled some ninety years
later that she had been the “pet”
of the school’s staff, all of whom
were “just wonderful” to her.'”
Perhaps the experiences of
Louis Youpee, a Chippewa youth brought to Fort Shaw
as a six-year-old in fall 1900 are more typical—begin-
ning as they did with apprehension and ending in
Youpee’s expressed appreciation for the “patience and
kindly advice” of Superintendent Fred Campbell, the

16. Cunniff, “Fort Shaw Indian School,” 7; John Greer, “A Brief
History of Indian Education at Fort Shaw Industrial School” (master’s
thesis, Montana State University, 1958), 39; Paul Dyck, “Lone Wolf
Returns to That Long Ago Time,” Montana The Magazine of West-
ern History, 22 (Winter 1972), 24. Lone Wolf, or Hart Merriam
Schultz—later a leading artist of the West—was the son of Fine Shield
Woman, a Piegan Blackfeet, and James Willard Schultz, who lived
among the Blackfeet and gained fame for the books he wrote about
the tribe and its history.

17. Peter Iverson, introduction to From Trout Creek to Gravy High:
The Boarding School Experience at Wind River, Shoshone Episcopal
Mission’s Warm Valley (Wyo.) Historical Project exhibit catalog
published in 1992. Born near Choteau, Montana, Gertrude LaRance
came to Fort Shaw in 1901 and was there nine years later when the
school closed. Parker interview.




man who “practically raised that then Indian boy against
his own wishes and educated him.”!8

A visionary under whose leadership the Fort Shaw
school continued to grow, Superintendent Campbell
quickly realized that “assimilation and acculturation”
was a two-way process. If Fort Shaw students were ever
to make the cultural transition for which they were being
educated, then the white world needed educating too.
The non-Indian residents of Sun River Valley and
nearby Great Falls needed to see for themselves the
caliber of the students at Fort Shaw, and toward that
end, Campbell began to invite area residents to visit
the school.

n spring 1901 he convinced United States

senator Paris Gibson of Great Falls to inspect the

government boarding school that was practically
in his own backyard. In honor of the visit by Gibson
and several other Montana politicians, the Great Falls
Daily Tribune devoted front-page coverage to what its
feature editor hailed as “one of the largest and best of
the Indian boarding schools.” Of particular interest to
that editor was the exemplary behavior of the students
at the school, especially since there were “but 30 em-
ployees and teachers all told to control [316 children]
... most all of [whom had] . . . come from the tepees
of savage parents . . . and ha[d] ever been free to go
and come when they chose,” making their “resigna-
tion to the necessary restraints at the school” all the
more amazing.'?

In addition to the discipline displayed by the chil-
dren—both in their general behavior and in the elabo-
rate precision drills performed on the parade ground
by the boys’ and girls’ battalions—the visitors were
equally impressed by the academic achievement of Fort

18. Louis Youpee, “A Friend of the Indian,” American Indian
Fournal (May 1938), 6.

19. Sun River Valley, (Mont.) Rising Sun, June 28, 1893; Great
Falls (Mont.) Daily Tribune, May 26, 1901. While Superintendent
Winslow had cultivated the support of Sun River Valley’s non-
Indian residents early on, Campbell’s 1901 invitation expanded out-
reach efforts to include Great Falls and beyond. The Tribune re-
porter did not mention that Fort Shaw had its share of runaways,
most of whom were boys. For example, in the 1907-1908 school
year there were forty-nine runaways, all of them boys, eleven of them
repeats. Records of Runaways, 1907-1908, entry 1358, Fort Shaw
Indian School, Records of Non-Reservation Schools, Field Office
Records, Records of Office of Indian Affairs, Record Group 75,
National Archives, Denver (hereafter RG 75, NAD).

20. Great Falls (Mont.) Daily Tribune, May 26, 1901. According
to John Greer’s study, Fort Shaw students spent the first two years of
their school life “mainly in acquiring the English language and . . .
the white man’s way of living.” Greer, “Brief History,” 46. The dis-
crepancy the reporter noted between the work of Indian and white
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Shaw students. Though admitting that “it [was] hardly
a pleasant thought,” the reporter duly noted that “for
the number of hours of study and not [even] taking
into consideration the difficulties consequent upon a
poor understanding of the English language,” the In-
dian children at Fort Shaw were “much further ad-
vanced than [the state’s] . . . white children of the same
age.”?0

Such academic success seemed doubly impressive
since pupils spent only half of each day in the school-
room and the other half engaged in “other necessary
and useful employment.” That “employment” not only
constituted the vocational arm of the curriculum at Fort
Shaw but also provided the school with vegetables and
meats for its tables; uniforms and shoes for its students;
chairs and other wooden furniture for use and for sale;
and embroidery, lace making, and other needlework
that consistently took top prizes at the state fair in
Helena. Predictably, the school’s vocational education
was gender-specific, with the girls being taught “to
cook, to sew, to cut out and manufacture their own
clothing, and to do everything necessary to the main-
tenance of a happy home,” while the boys were trained
in carpentry, blacksmithing, and the mechanical arts
deemed appropriate for the man of the house. And while
the future farmers were taught “to milk and take care
of the [cows] and the calves,” the future farmers’ wives
were “instructed in the care of the milk and the manu-
facture of butter.”?!

“To say that the statesmen and those who accom-
panied them were astonished” by all they observed
during their tour was, according to the Tribune re-
porter, “putting it mildly.” Yet as impressed as the
distinguished visitors were that day, neither they—nor
Superintendent Campbell—could possibly have imag-
ined that within a few years representatives from this
school would become Montana’s most impressive—if

students of the same “grade” could be attributed in part to expecta-
tions that students at Fort Shaw master the work of each grade before
being promoted. There was no notion of being “too old” for one’s
grade nor was any stigma attached to remaining in a grade until one’s
performance merited promotion. Though many students stayed at
Fort Shaw through their late teens, the school provided an education
only through eighth-grade proficiency. Campbell, Report of School
at Fort Shaw, Mont.

21. Great Falls (Mont.) Daily Tribune, May 26, 1901; Greer, “Brief
History,” 46; Anaconda (Mont.) Standard, October 12,1903. In 1899
Fort Shaw School, which comprised five thousand acres, had 425
head of cattle and 50 milk cows. Reports of Inspection of Field Juris-
diction of Office of Indian Affairs, 1893-1900 (Washington, D.C.,
1980), 12.

22. W.]J. McGee, “Universal Exposition of 1904, Division of Ex-
hibits: Report of the Anthropological Department,” p. 22, ts., box
30, Louisiana Purchase Exposition Collection, Missouri Historical
Society, St. Louis; Report of W. C. Buskett, Special Agent in Charge
at St. Louis, January 30, 1905, January 30, 1905, folder 10, box 315,























































