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No one has ever read or knows all that is in this manuscript of mine.
—ANDREW GARCIA TO L.V. MCWHORTER, MAY 18, 1932
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On January 3, 1943, Montana rancher and
outfitter Andrew Garcia died in his log home near
Fish Creek, leaving behind hundreds if not thousands
of handwritten and typed manuscript pages stashed
in dynamite boxes and wrapped in the heavy waxed
paper meant for storing powder. Throughout his later
life, Garcia had intended to publish his memoir, but
it took the efforts of Bennett H. Stein to finally edit
a book from these manuscripts. Tough Trip through
Paradise, 1878-1879 was published in 1967.!

Garcia’s memoir, at times humorous and at others
deadly serious, became an instant classic.? Still in
print after more than forty years, Tough Trip through
Paradise’s enduring popularity may lie in part with
the fact that Garcia’s sardonic understanding of the
West counters the well-worn myths of western fiction,
where the hero “always manages to cover up the trail
on the Indians or villains who are pursuing [him]
with the red-headed maiden in his arms on horse-
back.”3 As far as Garcia was concerned, this ideal was
nothing more than a “beautiful hallucination and . . .
B.S.” In Garcia’s West, the Indians and villains “could
always find my trail dead easy and run the hell out of
me.”4 Moreover, Garcia saw nothing romantic about
the Indian, who one day was robbing and stealing
whatever he could find and the next was “fighting for
his life and liberty and a square deal, which he knew
from past experience he would not get from a white
man.” This ironic tone weaves throughout Garcia’s
narrative, which probably helped enhance its recep-
tion in the late 1960s and its reputation for so many
years after the author’s death.5

And yet, in spite of the book’s enduring popularity,
questions still persist about how Garcia’s memoir came
to be written and whether or not it was possible that
“an adventurous Spanish kid from the Rio Grande,”
as Bennett Stein referred to Garcia in his introduc-
tion, could generate such a novel view of the Ameri-
can West. No one has ever contested the existence of
Andrew Garcia; he was well known late in life through
his participation in the Society of Montana Pioneers,
and state newspapers often featured interviews with
Garcia about his exploits on the early frontier. More-

over, Stein took great pains to ground the events of
Garcia’s life in Montana history, reproducing detailed
maps and photographs of the landscape that the Nez
Perce and later Garcia passed through and quoting
atlength from Garcia’s correspondence with the Nez
Perce historian L. V. McWhorter.

In the first edition of the book, Stein also included
portraits of Garcia and his Nez Perce and Pend
d’Oreille wives—In-who-lise, who was killed in June
1880; Squis-squis, who died after being thrown from
a horse near Big Timber in September 1882; and
Mal-lit-tay-lay, “whom he brought to Fish creek
when he settled there” and who died two years later.?
Another of the book’s photographs shows Garcia with
his fourth wife, Barbara Voll Garcia, whom Garcia
married in 1899 as he settled in as a Montana rancher
and guide and “tried again to be a white man.”8

Bennett Stein, for all his skillful framing of the
narrative, is largely responsible for the mystery that
still surrounds Andrew Garcia’s manuscripts. An
enigma in his own right, the Illinois native allegedly
traveled west after college on the back of a potato truck
to pursue a number of careers ranging from rancher
to newspaper reporter to Montana state senator. In
the late 1940s, Stein began his quest to “discover”
the stories of Montana Indians, the cadence of their
speech, and the sound of their music. During his trav-
els, Stein met Syd Ward, “an elderly white man . . . who
lived near the Indians,” who helped the young, self-
defined ethnologist record the “history and stories of
the [Salish] tribe.” In 1948, Ward first told Stein about
the dynamite boxes stuffed full of manuscripts and
introduced him to Andrew Garcia’s heirs. In 1960,
Stein obtained the Garcia papers, establishing the
Rock Foundation to hold all rights to the materials.?

Because Stein never allowed anyone to view the
manuscripts Andrew Garcia left behind, historians
and readers alike have been left to guess about Garcia’s
memoir and how Tough Trip through Paradise came
to be written. For example, historian K. Ross Toole
once told William Bevis, who wrote about Garcia in
his book Ten Tough Trips: Montana Writers and the
West, that Stein had shown him the dynamite crates

The provenance of Tough Trip through Paradise, Andrew Garcia’s memoir of his life with his Nez Perce wife, In-who-
lise, has been the subject of much speculation. Edited by Bennett H. Stein, the book was published in 1967, more
than two decades after Garcia’'s death. Since Stein never allowed anyone else to see Garcia’s handwritten manuscript,
historians have been left to guess about how the book came to be written and why, if Garcia (opposite, circa 1940)
was indeed the author, he did not himself pursue publication during his lifetime.
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12-A—The Missoulian, Sunday, November 6, 1966

Book by Ben Stein Nearly Finished

Andrew Garcia’s Writings to Live in History

By JEFF GIBSON
(State Bureaw)

BILLINGS — Indians and
frontiersmen as they really
were, traders, drifters and “the
Boys in blue,” all of the rough,
hardliving folk who inhabited
Montana territory just before it
became & state will live again
in a forthcoming book by a

ston, acquired the yellowed
manuscript and began the tedi-
ous process of checking, edit-
ing and re-writing to turn the
account Into a clear, accurate
and exciting history.

The book will be released
next spring by Houghton Mifflin
Co

Stein first heard of Garcia

recollections of Garcia to visit
Garcia’s family, some of whom
still reside in western Montana,
and to examine the handwrilten
manuscript,

“I could see from the first
glance that the manuscript had
merit,” Stemn says  He began
then s efforts 1o obtian the

Indian woman named In-Who-
Lies,

Her account of the Nez Perce
retreat in 1877 to avoid being
placed on a white man's reser-
vation includes the Big Hole
hattle southwest of present Dil-
lon. It also includes an account
of the Indlans’ surrender 1n

lingame verified the manu-
script’s accuracy.

At a writers conference in
Missoula, Pulitzer Prize winner
A B Guthrie Jr. talked over
the project with Stein and, Stein
said “gave me a ot of en-
couragement *

The book will be allustrated

deocument — efforts that weren't
secessful for 12 years. Durmg

northern Montana, with pictures from Garcia’s col
Garcta spent the last 20 years lection, some by western pho

and his story in 1948 while re

Livingston resident.
- cording Flathead Indian tribal

T™Hhe nrioinn! nrconnt of

time? Did he fear, as Stein maintained, “that his books
would be stripped for the benefit of his would-be
helpers, and . . . that his personal manner of expres-
sion would be lost,” or was there something about
himself that Garcia was reluctant to reveal? Even as

an aura of mystery continues to surround the book,

important clues have been hidden in plain sight: L. V.
McWhorter’s papers at the Washington State Uni-
versity archives include a sizable collection of letters
to and from Garcia as well as a number of Garcia’s
handwritten and typed manuscripts that shed at least

Missoula (Mont.) Missoulian, Nov. 6, 1966

Ernest Peterson, photographer,

some light on how Garcia came to write his memoir—

for a quick look through the McWhorter collection

Announcing the anticipated publication of Garcia’s memoir—
Garcia had been a Montana celebrity of sorts during his later
life—the Missoulian ran this photograph of editor Bennett Stein
(in the white hat in the right foreground) with members of the
Salish tribe, whose tribal songs Stein was recording in 1948,
the year he first learned of Garcia’s story.

confirms that Garcia did indeed write the memoir.

For fifteen years, through the depth of the Great
Depression, McWhorter and Garcia maintained a
lively if not always cordial correspondence about the
Nez Perce, the writing of history, and the challenges
associated with publication and being a writer. While
but not the actual manuscripts. Another Montanan, =~ McWhorter pushed Garcia for more and more details
however, confirmed to Bevis that he had seen the about the Nez Perce for his own work, he also encour-
set of pages, describing it as “nearly illegible and  aged Garcia to pursue publication on his own. And
nearly illiterate. But it did tell stories.” Then there  even though Garcia at times turned coy when pressed
was the widely circulated legend that when Beviswas ~ to go public with his life story, claiming his manu-
researching his book on the male-dominated world of ~ script was not yet ready and he had much more to
Montana letters, he arrived at Stein’s house outside of ~  tell, his desire to see his work in print and even trans-
Livingston, Montana, hoping to see the Garciamanu-  lated onto the silver screen is palpable throughout his
scripts, and Stein chased him off with a gun. The story  correspondence with McWhorter. Their letters also
was apocryphal, it turned out, butit served to confirm  reveal the back-and-forth of two ambitious and com-
that the book’s legend had taken on a life of its own. ~ mitted historians and writers, both dedicated to writ-
As historian Dave Walter once commented about the ing history from a native point of view. But in the end,
questions surrounding the Garcia manuscripts: “It  a simple photograph, also in plain view, may be the
really is one of the great remaining mysteries in Mon-  key to understanding Garcia and the rest of his story.
tana history/literature.”"®

If Garcia did indeed write his memoir, and his  Interestingly, it appears to have been a chance
manuscript was as Bennett Stein represented it, why ~ meeting that brought Andrew Garcia and L. V.

did Garcia never pursue publication during his life- ~ McWhorter together. In 1928, McWhorter passed




through Missoula, Montana, on his return from the
Big Hole battlefield where, in 1877, Colonel John
Gibbon and the Seventh Infantry opened fire on a
group of nearly eight hundred sleeping Nez Perce
men, women, and children. An advocate for Native
Americans in general and the Nez Perce in particu-
lar, McWhorter planned to document the Nez Perce
flight from Idaho to Canada. To better understand the
Big Hole battlefield and what had transpired there,
McWhorter traveled with Chief Black Eagle and Peo
Peo Tholek, both of whom had participated in the
battle as young men, and interpreter Sam Lott (Chief
Many Wounds). Lott had been a teenager sent to an
Indian boarding school in 1877 but had interviewed
many of the battle’s survivors.2

McWhorter also invited the Seattle sculptor
Alonzo Lewis, whom McWhorter hoped would illus-
trate his planned history. McWhorter intended to help
Lewis secure a commission for a sixty-foot sculpture
of Chief Joseph, whom many claimed orchestrated
the Indians’ brilliant escape that ended with Joseph’s
surrender just shy of the Canadian border. McWhorter
believed that the “Chief Joseph Colossus” sculpture,
coupled with his history, would capture the public’s
imagination and lead to a widespread demand for
justice for the surviving Nez Perce.

Walking the streets of Missoula, these three elderly
Indians and their Anglo advocates must have made an
arresting group, for Andrew Garcia, then a seventy-
two-year-old rancher and outfitter, appears to have
engaged them in conversation. Garcia maintained
that, like McWhorter’s Indian informants, he could
contribute inside information concerning the Nez
Perce campaign since he had worked as a packer for
General Nelson Miles when the military stopped the
fleeing Chief Joseph and his followers at the Bears
Paw Mountains and that his information would shed
new light on popular misconceptions about the Nez
Perce. For example, he maintained that, contrary to
what others had written about the looting and pil-
laging by the Nez Perce as they traveled through the
Bitterroot Valley, in at least one instance the Indians
left horses and branded them with the rancher’s own
iron to document their intended payment.’3

This chance meeting on the streets of Missoula
led to a lengthy correspondence between the two
men. It also resulted in Garcia sitting down to write
his life story.

Andrew Garcia’s chance meeting with Nez Perce
historian Lucullus V. McWhorter (above, March 26,
1915) led to a fifteen-year correspondence between
the two men. Their letters reveal the essential role
McWhorter played in encouraging Garcia to write
his memoir and hint at possible reasons Garcia
delayed publishing his life story.

Born in El Paso, Texas, on September 13, 1855,
Andrew Garcia first came to Montana in 1868 with
his uncle, Alvino Ortez, who was married to Garcia’s
father’s sister. Ortez operated a pack train between
Walla Walla, Washington, and Virginia City and trav-
eled to El Paso to purchase Spanish mules to sell in
Montana Territory, convincing Garcia’s parents to
let the thirteen-year-old Andrew travel with him as
far as Socorro, New Mexico, where Ortez planned to
recruit a new group of herders and send his nephew
home. Once they arrived in New Mexico, however,
Ortez kept Andrew with him, traveling on to Three
Forks and Bozeman, where Garcia briefly attended
school. He then worked as a night herder making
runs between Bozeman and Corinne, Utah, before
being sent back to his parents in Texas.
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As a civilian packer and herder, Garcia had witnessed the Nez Perce surrender
at the Bears Paw, a fact he never revealed to his wife In-who-lise. This bird’s-

8

Garcia returned to Montana in the fall of 1876,
this time working as a civilian packer and herder for
the Seventh Cavalry at Fort Ellis outside of Bozeman,
where he watched at least one key event in Montana
history unfold—the pursuit and subsequent surrender
of the Nez Perce. In 1878, Garcia left his job with the
army to establish the “Beaver Tom Trading Company
Limited,” living for nine years, mostly with the Pend
d’Oreille, “in a tepee, following Indian customs and
observing their rules of living.”*4

Tough Trip through Paradise picks up Andrew
Garcia’s story in the summer of 1878, when he is
about to turn twenty-three, the age “when a fellow
thinks he knows it all, and in reality he doesn’t. This
is the time in life when a fellow ought to have a guard-
ian—one of the good old-fashioned, short-arm kind
that will kick or pound the conceit out of him.” Garcia
relates how, in spite of good advice to the contrary, he
threw his lot (and savings) in with the trapper Beaver
Tom, who promised to repay him in furs. Beaver Tom
also offered Garcia the added benefit of buying “blan-
kets and other stuff dear to the Indian’s heart, and
trad[ing] this stuff to them for furs and buffalo robes.
Because I had to buy the stuff, the profit from trading
would be mine.”5

Garcia headed off on his tough trip with the well-

seasoned Beaver Tom—what his real name was Garcia

eye view of the battleground shows the Bears Paw
Mountains in the background.

MONTANA THE MAGAZINE OF WESTERN HISTORY

never knew and he never asked—who delivered the
young man into the hands of thieves, cutthroats, and
various tribesmen, some of whom Garcia robbed
through shady trades and fortuitous backcountry
deals, and others who robbed him. Little did he know
that he was “giving up all hope to be a white man
again—that I was leaving the white man and his ways
forever.”6

While on the trail, Garcia met an eighteen-year-
old Nez Perce woman living with a group of Pend
d’Oreille. The Pend d’Oreille called her In-who-lise,
or Broken Tooth, though her Nez Perce name was
White Feather and she had been christened Susan.
In-who-lise “was not so beautiful, but her eyes and
face had truth and honesty in them,” Garcia recalled.
In-who-lise had been with Chief Joseph and his fol-
lowers when the Seventh Infantry opened fire on the
sleeping Nez Perce encampment. The soldiers shot
In-who-lise through the shoulder and killed her sister
as the two young women tried to escape.'?

Garcia convinced In-who-lise to marry him in
part by promising to locate a priest to perform the
ceremony and by agreeing to help her return to her
family’s land in Idaho. He also offered to help her
locate the grave of her father, Gray Eagle, buried
where he had died on a trail leading away from the
Big Hole battlefield. One key point, however, Garcia
neglected to share with his prospective
bride: “I knew better than to tell her that I
was at the Bear Paws the day Chief Joseph
had surrendered. I had been with them
when they went to Fort Keogh and helped
to drive their large band of horses along
with them; the horses the Nez Perce never
got back. I had seen her people driven on
flatboats in the cold like cattle to be floated
down the Yellowstone to Fort Buford with-
out any shelter from the storms.”8

Tough Trip through Paradise recalls
Garcia’s firsthand experiences trading
with rival tribes and some secondhand
stories of murder, mayhem, and other bits
of Montana history and lore. The story
also recounts In-who-lise’s description of
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what happened when the army attacked
the Nez Perce camp and the trip Garcia and
his young wife later made to complete the
gruesome task of discovering and rebury-

















































